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11.20 one could discern, by the aid of an opera-
glass, a thin black line creeping from right to left
over the great fiery disc, increasing in size to a
semicircular blotch, till, at a quarter to twelve, the
pun presented the appearance of an apple with a
large piece bitten out. Ten minutes more, and
nothing was visible but a thin streak of brilliant
light surrounding a circular patch of black, while
darkness crept over the city, and the stars, one by
one, appeared in the heavens.

One could see, in the square below the hotel, a
crowd of eager, upturned faces, many of whom had
never even heard that the eclipse was expected, and
were much disconcerted in consequence. Droshki
drivers pulled up their horses and stared open-
mouthed; market-women left their stalls, to kneel
and cross themselves; everyone's face wore an-
anxious, concerned look, which added not a little to
the weirdness of the scene. The effect produced on
the animal creation was extraordinary. Horses
neighed, dogs howled, while birds in great flocks
flew silently across the starlit sky, bewildered
and alarmed at the sudden fall of night. About
ton minutes past twelve the black veil over the
sun diminished in size, a ad the darkness com-
menced to clear away, as, almost imperceptibly, the
light of day once more crept slowly over the earth,
while one by one the stars faded in the brightening
heavens. The air, too, grew gradually warmer, till,
at half-past twelve, not a trace of the phenomenon
was visible, except in the dense, excited crowds
discussing it in the market-place. The fall of the
temperature during the eclipse was twelve degrees.